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This book, in two volumes, contains an annotated English translation of the
HistÃ³ria da EtiÃ³pia by the Spanish Jesuit missionary priest Pedro PÃ¡ez (or
PÃªro Pais in Portuguese), 1564-1622, who worked in the Portuguese padroado
missions, first in India and then in Ethiopia, long thought to be the kingdom of
the legendary Prester John. His history of Ethiopia was written in Portuguese in
the last ten years of his life and survives in only two manuscripts. The translation,
by Christopher J. Tribe, is based on the new critical edition of the Portuguese text
by Isabel Boavida, Hervé Pennec and Manuel JoÃ£o Ramos, which was
published in Lisbon in 2008. They are also the editors of this English version.
The History of Ethiopia is an essential source for several areas of study - from
the history of the Catholic missions in that country and the relations between the
European religious orders, to the history of art and religions; from the history of
geographical exploration to the ideological contextualization of the Ethiopian
kingdom; from material culture to Abyssinian political and territorial
administration; and from an analysis of local circumstances to changes in human
ecology in the Horn of Africa and the Indian Ocean. It is a repository of
empirical knowledge on the political geography, religion, customs, flora and
fauna of Ethiopia. It combines travel narrative with a historico-ethnographic
monograph, and is a chronicle of the activities of Jesuit missionaries in their
Ethiopian mission. It also reworks a wide variety of documents, including the
first translations into a European language of a number of Ethiopian literary
texts, from royal chronicles to hagiographies. It complements other early
accounts of Ethiopia by Ludovico de Varthema, Francisco Alvares, Castanhoso,
Bermudez, Arnold von Harff, Manoel de Almeida, Bahrey, Alessandro Zorzi,
JerÃ³nimo Lobo and VÃ¡clav Prutky, all published by The Hakluyt Society.
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Editorial Review

Review
'The publication of Pedro Paez's History of Ethiopia makes available a most valuable text for an
understanding of the history of Ethiopia and of European missionary activity there in the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries... Once again, the Hakluyt Society has placed students of Ethiopia deeply in its debt.'
Catholic Historical Review 'The Hakluyt Society has organized an outstanding international group of critics-
Isabel Boavida, Herve Pennec, and Manuel Joao Ramos with Christopher J. Tribe's English translation from
Portuguese-to conduct the monumental task of successfully presenting Pedro Paez's History of Ethiopia with
numerous vivid maps and figures, detailed footnotes... Overall, this critical edition by Boavida, Pennec,
Ramos, and Tribe is impeccable and exhaustively thorough. It also respects the finery between nuanced
readings and in-depth close readings... Thanks to this beautifully designed edition of Pedro Paez's History of
Ethiopia, the so-called mystique and allure surrounding early modern Christian Ethiopia will come to life,
opening up a new field of uncharted territory on critical studies about early European contact in sub-Saharan
Africa.' Renaissance Quarterly 'Father Pedro Paez's History of Ethiopia is an invaluable, first-hand account
of everyday life in a Jesuit mission to Ethiopia during the opening decades of the 1600s... This elegant and
meticulous edition has invigorated the study of Ethiopian history, especially with respect to the land's
political, cultural, and religious developments in the 1600s. By dint of the editors' and translators' efforts,
future scholars of Ethiopia and of missionary movements the world over will benefit from the richness
emanating from Father Pedro Paez's quill.' Journal of African History

About the Author
Isabel Boavida is an executive librarian of the Central African Studies Library at ISCTE - Lisbon University
Institute, and assistant researcher at the institute's African Studies Centre, Portugal; Hervé Pennec is senior
researcher of the Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique and member of the Centre d'Ã‰tudes des
Mondes Africains, Paris, France; Manuel JoÃ£o Ramos is associate professor at ISCTE - Lisbon University
Institute, and vice-director of the institute's African Studies Centre, Portugal.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eric Ray:

This Pedro Páez's History of Ethiopia, 1622 / Volume I (Hakluyt Society, Third Series) are reliable for you
who want to be described as a successful person, why. The main reason of this Pedro Páez's History of
Ethiopia, 1622 / Volume I (Hakluyt Society, Third Series) can be on the list of great books you must have is
definitely giving you more than just simple reading food but feed you with information that possibly will
shock your earlier knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your
conditions in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Pedro Páez's History of Ethiopia, 1622 / Volume I
(Hakluyt Society, Third Series) giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial
run of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.



Jimmy Maiden:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Pedro Páez's History of Ethiopia, 1622 / Volume I (Hakluyt Society, Third Series) your mind will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will end
up your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a guide then become one application form conclusion
and explanation this maybe you never get previous to. The Pedro Páez's History of Ethiopia, 1622 / Volume I
(Hakluyt Society, Third Series) giving you one more experience more than blown away the mind but also
giving you useful facts for your better life in this particular era. So now let us present to you the relaxing
pattern the following is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like
winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Melissa Sands:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need more time
to be go through. Pedro Páez's History of Ethiopia, 1622 / Volume I (Hakluyt Society, Third Series) can be
your answer mainly because it can be read by anyone who have those short free time problems.

Levi Ryan:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
much easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book,
and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you is Pedro Páez's History of Ethiopia, 1622 / Volume I (Hakluyt Society, Third Series)
this guide consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This particular book was
represented so why is the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy
to understand. Typically the writer made some research when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this
book ideal all of you.
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