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Most professional forensic literature addresses the assessment of adults yet
neglects the necessary differences that arise when working with minors. Forensic
Mental Health Assessment of Children presents the reader with essential
knowledge and practical suggestions regarding the forensic assessment of minors
involved in a variety of legal applications. Methods of evaluation are described
by leading experts regarding topics frequently encountered and of great
importance to the courts including:
-Physical and sexual child abuse
-Domestic violence
-Child custody in divorce proceedings
-Risk assesment for violence
-Potential for rehabilitation in juvenile court cases
-Special education
-Childhood development and trauma as mitigating circumstances in death penalty
cases
In addition to reviewing a broad spectrum of topics, methods of evaluation, and
the application of specific tests, chapters also address forensic assessment matters
such as ethical issues, professional liability, and cultural considerations. This
comprehensive resource will be indispensable to mental health practitioners and
legal professionals, and of great interest to researchers and students.
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Most professional forensic literature addresses the assessment of adults yet neglects the necessary differences
that arise when working with minors. Forensic Mental Health Assessment of Children presents the reader
with essential knowledge and practical suggestions regarding the forensic assessment of minors involved in a
variety of legal applications. Methods of evaluation are described by leading experts regarding topics
frequently encountered and of great importance to the courts including:
-Physical and sexual child abuse
-Domestic violence
-Child custody in divorce proceedings
-Risk assesment for violence
-Potential for rehabilitation in juvenile court cases
-Special education
-Childhood development and trauma as mitigating circumstances in death penalty cases
In addition to reviewing a broad spectrum of topics, methods of evaluation, and the application of specific
tests, chapters also address forensic assessment matters such as ethical issues, professional liability, and
cultural considerations. This comprehensive resource will be indispensable to mental health practitioners and
legal professionals, and of great interest to researchers and students.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This volume is historically significant. For almost 100 years, mental health professionals have been offering
assessments to serve children, families, and legal professionals in juvenile courts. Its guidance is sound, and
it will have a defining impact on the growth of the field."--Thomas Grisso, Ph.D., Director of the Mental
Health and Law Core, Center for Mental Health Services Research, University of Massachusetts Medical
School, Worcester, MA

"A critically important forensic resource! Drs. Sparta and Koocher have assembled leading experts in the
field to convey the latest advances in a thorough, practical, and accessible fashion."--Eric Y. Drogin, J.D.,
Ph.D., ABPP, Franklin Pierce Law Center, Concord, NY

"Sparta and Koocher have produced an absolutely essential and state-of-the-art book for practitioners,
scholars, and students who deal with the complex yet crucial issues of forensic assessment of child and
adolescent mental health. This volume is a 'must' for everyone interested in this important area. The book has
my highest praise."--Gail S. Goodman, Professor of Psychology, University of California, Davis

"This volume is chock-full of really valuable information for professionals charged with evaluating children
and adolescents. The chapters are up-to-date, highly readable, and brimming with useful advice. I think that
anyone who does forensic evaluations, including interviewing children for suspected abuse and neglect,
custody disputes, and rehabilitation prospects will find this volume very helpful. I plan to use it with my
students."--Stephen J. Ceci, Ph.D., The Helen L. Carr Professor of Developmental Psychology, Department
of Human Development, Cornell University, Ithaca, NY

"Sparta and Koocher have orchestrated a masterpiece. This book represents a remarkable compendium of
expertise in uncharted territory. Treatment of such concerns as child plaintiffs in personal injury litigation,
the role of childhood abuse and development issues in capital sentence mitigation, the assessment of
childhood arson and juvenile sex offender allegations, and numerous other contributions bring fresh,
relevant, and concise syntheses of the literature and the legal standards into harmony with professionally
sound evaluation techniques. The forensic examiner who addresses children's issues will find it
indispensable, and it should be considered a primary text for forensic training programs."--Mary Connell,
Ed.D., ABPP; President, American Academy of Forensic Psychology, 2003-2005, Fort Worth, TX

"This book is a must-read for every mental health professional whose intention is to conduct forensic
evaluations of children that meet the highest professional and ethical standards. Each chapter reflects a



respect for children as developing persons and the need for forensic assessments that take into acccount the
multiple contexts--familial, legal, cultural, economic--that impede or promote children's mental health. The
volume offers a wealth of information that will be helpful to those in the early stages of forensic assessment
as well as seasoned professionals who want to ensure their work is guided by the profession's most up-to-
date research, assessment instruments, and assessment techniques."--Ceila B. Fisher, Ph.D., Professor of
Psychology and Director, Center for Ethics Education, Fordham University, Bronx, NY

"This book forms a much needed bridge between the fields of juvenile law and child and adolescent
psychology. The scope of the book is impressive, as is the list of contributors. Certainly, I believe that Sparta
and Koocher accomplish their goal. The field of child and adolescent forensic psychology has needed a
comprehensive text such as this, and the book fills a void that has existed for too long in the literature. The
book is well written, pleasant to read, and should be useful to professionals at any level of practice. Thus, the
publication of Forensic Mental Health Assessment of Children and Adolescents is timely and may be
considered a seminal work, despite its lack of competition."--Journal of Psychiatry and Law

About the Author

Dr. Steven N. Sparta is Clinical Professor of Psychiatry (Voluntary), University of California at San Diego
School of Medicine, Adjunct Professor of Law, Thomas Jefferson School of Law, and Adjunct Professor of
Psychology, San Diego State University. He was Chair of the Ethics Committee of the American
Psychological Association; former President and Fellow of the San Diego Psychological Association; and
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and Forensic Psychology (ABPP) and maintains an independent practice.

Dr. Gerald P. Koocher is Associate Provost and Professor of Psychology at Simmons College and a Senior
Lecturer at Harvard Medical School. Having served as the President of the American Psychological
Association (APA) and as the Chief Psychologist at Children's Hospital Boston, he has authored more than
200 articles and book chapters and authored or edited 15 books.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Daniel Rogers:

This Forensic Mental Health Assessment of Children and Adolescents book is not ordinary book, you have
after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is information inside this
guide incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information
you will get. This particular Forensic Mental Health Assessment of Children and Adolescents without we
understand teach the one who studying it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't possibly be
worry Forensic Mental Health Assessment of Children and Adolescents can bring once you are and not make
your case space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even
telephone. This Forensic Mental Health Assessment of Children and Adolescents having great arrangement
in word and layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.



Dorothy Walker:

Typically the book Forensic Mental Health Assessment of Children and Adolescents will bring one to the
new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. Should
you try to find new book to learn, this book very suitable to you. The book Forensic Mental Health
Assessment of Children and Adolescents is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-
book from your official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Lola Hernandez:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Forensic Mental Health Assessment of Children
and Adolescents can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
textbooks have than the others?

Andrea Quirk:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can
know everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This e-book Forensic Mental Health Assessment of Children and Adolescents
was filled concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has different feel when they reading any book. If you know how big selling point
of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like today, many ways to get
book you wanted.
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