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Edgar Award nominee for Best Juvenile Mystery

The book is about, among other things: the strongest boy in the world, a talking
cockatoo, a faulty mind reader, a beautiful bearded lady and a nervous
magician, an old museum, and a shrunken head.

Blessed with extraordinary abilities, orphans Philippa, Sam, and Thomas have
grown up happily in Dumfrey’s Dime Museum of Freaks, Oddities, and
Wonders. But when a fourth child, Max, a knife-thrower, joins the group, it sets
off an unforgettable chain of events.

When the museum’s Amazonian shrunken head is stolen, the four are determined
to get it back. But their search leads them to a series of murders and an explosive
secret about their pasts.

This sensational new series—a 2016 Edgar nominee for Best Juvenile book and
New York Times bestseller—combines the unparalleled storytelling gifts of
Lauren Oliver with the rich knowledge of the notorious relics collector H. C.
Chester.

What you will find in this book:

A rather attractive bearded lady●

Several scandalous murders●

A deliciously disgusting Amazonian shrunken head●

Four extraordinary children with equally extraordinary abilities●

A quite loquacious talking bird●

What you will NOT find in this book:

An accountant named Seymour●

A never-ending line at the post office●

Brussel sprouts (shudder)●

A lecture on finishing all your homework on time●

A sweet, gooey story for nice little girls and boys●
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Gr 4–6—The Dumfrey's Dime Museum of Freaks, Oddities, and Wonders is home to four orphans: Philipa,
Sam, Thomas, and the newest addition, Max. Each child possesses an unusual skill, such as Max's knife-
throwing routine, which is performed for the audience's amusement. There is an Odditorium where live
performances take place and a Hall of Worldwide Wonders where unusual items selected by Mr. Dumfrey,
the museum's owner, are on display. An Amazonian shrunken head is the museum's newest acquisition.
When the shrunken head is unveiled at a live performance, a member of the audience passes out and later
dies, solidifying the skull's reputation of being cursed. When the head is stolen, the four kids are determined
to get it back—and solve the mysteries of the related deaths. From the opening sentence, Oliver grabs
readers' attention, enveloping them with strong storytelling and rich language. VERDICT The first book in a
new series, the various oddities, intrigues, and its quirky cast of characters are sure to captivate and become a
new favorite for mystery lovers.—Helen Foster James, University of California at San Diego

Review
“Stupendous and stupefying! A riddle wrapped in a mystery inside a shrunken head. If you aren’t curious
about Curiosity House, somebody must have pickled your brain and put it in a jar. Read this book
immediately.” (Pseudonymous Bosch, New York Times bestselling author of the Secret Series and Bad
Magic)

“Step right up! Step right up! Mystery, murder, curses, and sideshow freaks! Or are they superheroes?
There’s only one way to find out... Read Curiosity House! You’ll be glad you did!” (Adam Gidwitz, New
York Times bestselling author of A Tale Dark and Grimm series)

“A quick-paced plot is bolstered by the bonds of friendship these unusual yet endearing children form as they
try to solve a mystery greater—and more personal—than they ever expected.” (Publishers Weekly)

“The continuous action, compelling mystery, and dark, brooding illustrations make this book impossible to
put down. Perfect for kids who feel they’re different or those simply after a freakishly good time.” (Booklist
(starred review))

“Will have readers lining up for their tickets to the next book.” (Bulletin of the Center for Children’s Books)

PRAISE FOR LIESL & PO:“A wonderfully imaginative, startlingly moving and at times wickedly funny
fantasy. With nods to Dahl, Dickens, the Grimms and even Burnett, the author has made something truly
original. Acedera’s frequent black-and-white illustrations are a perfect complement. An irresistible read:
This book sings.” (Kirkus Reviews (starred review))

PRAISE FOR LIESL & PO:“Classic fairy tale elements weave throughout this spirited, old-fashioned
adventure. Invigorating and hopeful, this novel testifies to the power of friendship and generosity to conquer
greed and depression.” (Publishers Weekly (starred review))

PRAISE FOR THE SPINDLERS:“Richly detailed, at times poetic, ultimately moving; a book to be puzzled
over, enjoyed and, ideally, read aloud.” (Kirkus Reviews (starred review))



PRAISE FOR THE SPINDLERS:“This imaginative fantasy emphasizes individual initiative and the power
of hope and friendship. With strong, self-reliant female characters and well-defined action, this is a strong
addition to fantasy collections.” (School Library Journal (starred review))

PRAISE FOR THE SPINDLERS:“Oliver’s magical, mesmerizing quest affirms the saving power of story,
friendship, and love.” (Publishers Weekly (starred review))

From the Back Cover

The book is about, among other things: the strongest boy in the world, a talking cockatoo, a faulty mind
reader, a beautiful bearded lady and a nervous magician, an old museum, and a shrunken head.

Blessed with extraordinary abilities, orphans Philippa, Sam, and Thomas have grown up happily in
Dumfrey’s Dime Museum of Freaks, Oddities, and Wonders. But when a fourth child, Max, a knife-thrower,
joins the group, it sets off an unforgettable chain of events.

When the museum’s Amazonian shrunken head is stolen, the four are determined to get it back. But their
search leads them to a series of murders and an explosive secret about their pasts.

This sensational new series—a 2016 Edgar nominee for Best Juvenile book—combines the unparalleled
storytelling gifts of Lauren Oliver with the rich knowledge of the notorious relics collector H. C. Chester.

What you will find in this book:

A rather attractive bearded lady●

Several scandalous murders●

A deliciously disgusting Amazonian shrunken head●

Four extraordinary children with equally extraordinary abilities●

A quite loquacious talking bird●

What you will NOT find in this book:

An accountant named Seymour●

A never-ending line at the post office●

Brussel sprouts (shudder)●

A lecture on finishing all your homework on time●

A sweet, gooey story for nice little girls and boys●

Learn more about the series online at www.thecuriosityhouse.com

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Betty Ahlstrom:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare
time to take a wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed
Curiosity House: The Shrunken Head? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You already know beside you
can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or



you have other opinion?

Patricia Vasquez:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Curiosity House: The Shrunken Head e-
book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone
who read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only
for eliminate your current hunger then you still question Curiosity House: The Shrunken Head as good book
not just by the cover but also through the content. This is one reserve that can break don't evaluate book by
its deal with, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading
sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Catherine Branch:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can
know everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This e-book Curiosity House: The Shrunken Head was filled in relation to science.
Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has various
feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a
guide. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Theresa Villarreal:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library
as well as to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit
or real their hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs.
As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Curiosity House: The Shrunken Head can make you experience more
interested to read.
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