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In South Korea, the contentious debate over relations with the North transcends
traditional considerations of physical and economic security, and political
activists play a critical role in shaping the discussion of these issues as they
pursue the separate yet connected agendas of democracy, human rights, and
unification.

Providing international observers with a better understanding of policymakers'
management of inter-Korean relations, Danielle L. Chubb traces the development
of various policy disputes and perspectives from the 1970s through South Korea's
democratic transition. Focusing on four case studies?the 1980 Kwangju uprising,
the June 1987 uprising, the move toward democracy in the 1990s, and the decade
of "progressive" government that began with the election of Kim Dae Jung in
1997?she tracks activists' complex views on reunification along with the rise and
fall of more radical voices encouraging the adoption of a North Korean–style
form of socialism. While these specific arguments have dissipated over the years,
their vestiges can still be found in recent discussions over how to engage with
North Korea and bring security and peace to the peninsula.

Extending beyond the South Korean example, this examination shows how the
historical trajectory of norms and beliefs can have a significant effect on a state's
threat perception and security policy. It also reveals how political activists, in
their role as discursive agents, play an important part in the creation of the norms
and beliefs directing public debate over a state's approach to the ethical and
practical demands of its foreign policy.
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In South Korea, the contentious debate over relations with the North transcends traditional considerations of
physical and economic security, and political activists play a critical role in shaping the discussion of these
issues as they pursue the separate yet connected agendas of democracy, human rights, and unification.

Providing international observers with a better understanding of policymakers' management of inter-Korean
relations, Danielle L. Chubb traces the development of various policy disputes and perspectives from the
1970s through South Korea's democratic transition. Focusing on four case studies?the 1980 Kwangju
uprising, the June 1987 uprising, the move toward democracy in the 1990s, and the decade of "progressive"
government that began with the election of Kim Dae Jung in 1997?she tracks activists' complex views on
reunification along with the rise and fall of more radical voices encouraging the adoption of a North
Korean–style form of socialism. While these specific arguments have dissipated over the years, their vestiges
can still be found in recent discussions over how to engage with North Korea and bring security and peace to
the peninsula.

Extending beyond the South Korean example, this examination shows how the historical trajectory of norms
and beliefs can have a significant effect on a state's threat perception and security policy. It also reveals how
political activists, in their role as discursive agents, play an important part in the creation of the norms and
beliefs directing public debate over a state's approach to the ethical and practical demands of its foreign
policy.
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Editorial Review

Review

In this meticulously researched book, Danielle L. Chubb reveals that South Korean policies toward the North
are about far more than strategic considerations. Reaching beyond prevailing state-centric foreign policy
accounts, she convincingly argues that inter-Korean relations have been significantly shaped by the legacy
that several decades of contentious political activism have left on South Korean society and politics.

(Roland Bleiker, University of Queensland)

A comprehensive and penetrating analysis of the dynamic interplay of democracy, unification, and inter-
Korean relations. The book is original and innovative in theory and methodology, rigorous in empirical
investigation, and rich in policy implications. A must read for students of Korean politics and East Asia
studies.

(Chung-in Moon, Yonsei University)

Review

Contentious Activism and Inter-Korean Relations offers a refreshingly different account in that it is the first
book to place political activists at the center of analysis.

(Andrew Yeo, Catholic University of America)

About the Author

Danielle L. Chubb is lecturer in international relations at Deakin University in Melbourne, Australia. She
earned her Ph.D. at the Australian National University and has been a research fellow with Pacific Forum
CSIS. Her main research interests are the political dynamics of the Korean peninsula, the role of
nontraditional actors in security arenas, and Australian foreign policy in the Asia-Pacific.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Harrison:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can
add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Contentious Activism and Inter-Korean Relations (Contemporary
Asia in the World). Try to stumble through book Contentious Activism and Inter-Korean Relations
(Contemporary Asia in the World) as your good friend. It means that it can being your friend when you truly
feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you
personally. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book.
So , let's make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.



Anna Cooper:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with their story or even
their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about the information
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their proficiency
in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is this Contentious
Activism and Inter-Korean Relations (Contemporary Asia in the World).

Maureen Smiley:

Contentious Activism and Inter-Korean Relations (Contemporary Asia in the World) can be one of your
starter books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary
that may increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing
Contentious Activism and Inter-Korean Relations (Contemporary Asia in the World) yet doesn't forget the
main stage, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one
of it. This great information could drawn you into completely new stage of crucial thinking.

Matthew Russell:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Contentious Activism and Inter-Korean
Relations (Contemporary Asia in the World) guide written by well-known writer who really knows well how
to make book which can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written throughout good manner
for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still
skepticism Contentious Activism and Inter-Korean Relations (Contemporary Asia in the World) as good
book but not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one e-book that can break don't assess
book by its cover, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining
sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.
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