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The term 'natural disaster' is often used to refer to natural events such as
earthquakes, hurricanes or floods. However, the phrase 'natural disaster' suggests
an uncritical acceptance of a deeply engrained ideological and cultural myth. At
Risk questions this myth and argues that extreme natural events are not disasters
until a vulnerable group of people is exposed.

The updated new edition confronts a further ten years of ever more expensive
and deadly disasters and discusses disaster not as an aberration, but as a signal
failure of mainstream 'development'. Two analytical models are provided as tools
for understanding vulnerability. One links remote and distant 'root causes' to
'unsafe conditions' in a 'progression of vulnerability'. The other uses the concepts
of 'access' and 'livelihood' to understand why some households are more
vulnerable than others.

Examining key natural events and incorporating strategies to create a safer world,
this revised edition is an important resource for those involved in the fields of
environment and development studies.
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The term 'natural disaster' is often used to refer to natural events such as earthquakes, hurricanes or floods.
However, the phrase 'natural disaster' suggests an uncritical acceptance of a deeply engrained ideological and
cultural myth. At Risk questions this myth and argues that extreme natural events are not disasters until a
vulnerable group of people is exposed.

The updated new edition confronts a further ten years of ever more expensive and deadly disasters and
discusses disaster not as an aberration, but as a signal failure of mainstream 'development'. Two analytical
models are provided as tools for understanding vulnerability. One links remote and distant 'root causes' to
'unsafe conditions' in a 'progression of vulnerability'. The other uses the concepts of 'access' and 'livelihood'
to understand why some households are more vulnerable than others.

Examining key natural events and incorporating strategies to create a safer world, this revised edition is an
important resource for those involved in the fields of environment and development studies.
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Editorial Review

Review
"An excellent overview of the different human responses to natural hazards, dispelling the belief that little
can be done to avoid the tragedies associated with natural hazards."
-Gareth Jones, University of Strathclyde
"Paradoxically in today's world safety coexists with risk. Chronic threats, novel risks, and dangerous trends
ranging from new viruses to global warming crowd in on us. "At Risk offers a rational analysis of the
disasters and hazards that concern us."
-Allen Perry, University of Wales Swansea
""At Risk has become a classic of disasters literature. Its key argument, that the analysis of disasters should
not be segregated from everyday life, is an important lesson for students, researchers, and practitioners."
-Maureen Fordham, University of Northumbria

About the Author
Ben Wisner is Research Fellow at the Development Studies Institute, London School of Economics, and
Affiliate Researcher on the Environmental Studies Program at Oberlin College, Ohio.
Piers Blaikie is Professor of Development Studies at the University of East Anglia.
Terry Cannon is Senior Lecturer in Geography and Development Studies at the University of Greenwich.
Ian Davis is Managing Director of the Oxford Centre for Disaster Studies.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jessie Lloyd:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book At Risk: Natural Hazards, People's
Vulnerability and Disasters. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. As long as we know
about how is important the book At Risk: Natural Hazards, People's Vulnerability and Disasters. You can
add information and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from
book you can understand everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will end up known.
About simple factor until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we could open a book as well as
searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel uninterested to go to the
library. Let's read.

Greta Rivera:

Here thing why this specific At Risk: Natural Hazards, People's Vulnerability and Disasters are different and
reputable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it really depends in the content of computer
which is the content is as tasty as food or not. At Risk: Natural Hazards, People's Vulnerability and Disasters
giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no
publication that similar with At Risk: Natural Hazards, People's Vulnerability and Disasters. It gives you
thrill examining journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is
probably can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your method



home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of At Risk:
Natural Hazards, People's Vulnerability and Disasters in e-book can be your substitute.

Scott Croft:

The book untitled At Risk: Natural Hazards, People's Vulnerability and Disasters is the book that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to you
actually. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author
was did a lot of exploration when write the book, so the information that they share to you personally is
absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of At Risk: Natural Hazards, People's Vulnerability and
Disasters from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Jeanette Williams:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to
fill your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your free time/ holiday.
The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to attempt look for
book, may be the reserve untitled At Risk: Natural Hazards, People's Vulnerability and Disasters can be good
book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.
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