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Arthur Brown Jr. (1874-1957) is one of the most important, yet
underpublished, architects of the twentieth century.

Celebrated by his peers for such masterpieces as the City Hall, War Memorial
Opera House, Temple Emanu-El, and Coit Tower in San Francisco; the Pasadena
City Hall; and the Labor-ICC block of the Federal Triangle in Washington, DC,
Brown epitomized the idea that architecture not only houses society’s daily
rituals and defining events but also can itself shape the sociopolitical landscape
of America. Arthur Brown Jr.: Progressive Classicist, the first full study of
Brown within his architectural and social context, unifies the varied strands of
the architect’s life, from the architectural forms and methods of the Ecole des
Beaux-Arts in Paris to the reforming spirit and self-reliant confidence of San
Francisco after the earthquake and fire of 1906 to the challenging economics and
changing aesthetics of machine-age America. It details the development of
Brown’s major works and many other civic, commercial, religious, academic,
and residential buildings. It chronicles his unflagging commitment to the
classical tradition, which he employed in contemporary, forward-looking
institutional buildings that emphasized continuity with the past while meeting the
needs of the future. To Brown, the classical tradition was not a sacrosanct,
unchanging body of knowledge; it was an expanding and evolving set of ideas
about architectural design that permitted, and even demanded, change as new
conditions and technologies were developed. Arthur Brown Jr. is a fascinating
look at the man-captivated by the classical movement and obsessed with the
slightest architectural detail-and at his buildings, at once canonical and inventive
and singularly American. 30 color 200 b/w photos
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Arthur Brown Jr. (1874-1957) is one of the most important, yet underpublished, architects of the
twentieth century.

Celebrated by his peers for such masterpieces as the City Hall, War Memorial Opera House, Temple Emanu-
El, and Coit Tower in San Francisco; the Pasadena City Hall; and the Labor-ICC block of the Federal
Triangle in Washington, DC, Brown epitomized the idea that architecture not only houses society’s daily
rituals and defining events but also can itself shape the sociopolitical landscape of America. Arthur Brown
Jr.: Progressive Classicist, the first full study of Brown within his architectural and social context, unifies
the varied strands of the architect’s life, from the architectural forms and methods of the Ecole des Beaux-
Arts in Paris to the reforming spirit and self-reliant confidence of San Francisco after the earthquake and fire
of 1906 to the challenging economics and changing aesthetics of machine-age America. It details the
development of Brown’s major works and many other civic, commercial, religious, academic, and residential
buildings. It chronicles his unflagging commitment to the classical tradition, which he employed in
contemporary, forward-looking institutional buildings that emphasized continuity with the past while
meeting the needs of the future. To Brown, the classical tradition was not a sacrosanct, unchanging body of
knowledge; it was an expanding and evolving set of ideas about architectural design that permitted, and even
demanded, change as new conditions and technologies were developed. Arthur Brown Jr. is a fascinating
look at the man-captivated by the classical movement and obsessed with the slightest architectural detail-and
at his buildings, at once canonical and inventive and singularly American. 30 color 200 b/w photos
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Editorial Review

Review
“[C]onsummate text and…lavish yet functional production…[W]ill go far to restore a significant episode in
American architectural culture…Recommended.” (R. W. Liscombe - Choice)

About the Author
Jeffrey T. Tilman is an assistant professor at the School of Architecture and Interior Design at the University
of Cincinnati, where he teaches architectural history, design, and historic preservation. He holds a Ph.D.
from the University of Virginia, and is an architect, registered in California.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Stacee Stern:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know which you should start with. This Arthur Brown Jr.: Progressive Classicist
(Classical America Series in Art and Architecture) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world.
Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Virginia Hughes:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite from that. 1
activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are ride on and
with addition info. Even you love Arthur Brown Jr.: Progressive Classicist (Classical America Series in Art
and Architecture), you may enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of
hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its named
reading friends.

Kevin Pennell:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This Arthur Brown Jr.: Progressive Classicist
(Classical America Series in Art and Architecture) is simple to deliver you can read it in the park, in the
beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not include much space to bring typically the printed book, you
can buy the actual e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart
phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.



Daryl Radford:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Arthur Brown Jr.: Progressive
Classicist (Classical America Series in Art and Architecture) can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book
you know. You are and so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a
nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?
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