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"Humans are the only animals who create and solve puzzles?for the sheer
pleasure of it?and there is no obvious genetic reason why we would do this.
Marcel Danesi explores the psychology of puzzles and puzzling, with scores of
classic examples. His pioneering book is both entertaining and enlightening."
?Will Shortz, Crossword Editor, The New York Times

"... Puzzle fanatics will enjoy the many riddles, illusions, cryptograms and other
mind-benders offered for analysis." ?Psychology Today

"... a bristlingly clear... always intriguing survey of the history and rationale of
puzzles.... [A] splendid study...." ?Knight Ridder Newspapers
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Editorial Review

Review

"Danesi, a professor of semiotics and anthropology (Univ. of Toronto), explores why puzzles, having arisen
in earliest human history at the same time as mystery cults, are an intrinsic part of human life. Will Shortz,
crossword puzzle editor of the New York Times, has suggested enigmatology as the study of the relationship
between puzzles and culture. This book, which explores the puzzle genres that have survived over the years,
is a contribution to that rubric. After first asking the question Why puzzles? (and developing several possible
answers, among which is that they provide comic relief from unanswerable larger questions), Danesi devotes
chapters to each of several types of puzzle. These include language puzzles (e.g., riddles and anagrams);
pictures (e.g., optical illusions and mazes); logic (e.g., deductions and paradoxes); numbers (e.g.,
mathematical recreations); and games (e.g., chess). A final chapter synopsizes the discussion. A detailed list
of references is included, as are solutions to the specific puzzles posed. The book is well written, has no
mathematical prerequisites, and is quite suitable for a general audience as well as lower- and upper-division
undergraduates." ?D. Robbins, Trinity College (CT), choice, December 2002

About the Author
Marcel Danesi is Professor of Semiotics and Anthropology at the University of Toronto and Director of the
Program in Semiotics and Communication Theory. His books include Increase Your Puzzle IQ and Of
Cigarettes, High Heels, and Other Interesting Things: An Introduction to Semiotics. He lives in Toronto.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jose Shepard:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being
bored faster. And you have spare time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. The doctor
has to answer that question since just their can do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on pre-school until university need this The Puzzle Instinct: The
Meaning of Puzzles in Human Life to read.

David McClure:

This The Puzzle Instinct: The Meaning of Puzzles in Human Life book is not really ordinary book, you have
after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is information inside this
reserve incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get.
This specific The Puzzle Instinct: The Meaning of Puzzles in Human Life without we recognize teach the
one who studying it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry The Puzzle
Instinct: The Meaning of Puzzles in Human Life can bring whenever you are and not make your carrier



space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cell phone. This
The Puzzle Instinct: The Meaning of Puzzles in Human Life having excellent arrangement in word in
addition to layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Carl Brinkley:

The Puzzle Instinct: The Meaning of Puzzles in Human Life can be one of your nice books that are good
idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information.
The author giving his/her effort to get every word into joy arrangement in writing The Puzzle Instinct: The
Meaning of Puzzles in Human Life but doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest along
with based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can
certainly drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial pondering.

Marilyn Perez:

This The Puzzle Instinct: The Meaning of Puzzles in Human Life is completely new way for you who has
fascination to look for some information since it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you onto it getting
knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in reading this The Puzzle
Instinct: The Meaning of Puzzles in Human Life can be the light food for yourself because the information
inside this kind of book is easy to get by anyone. These books build itself in the form that is certainly
reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in reserve form
make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is no in reading a book especially
this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the item!
Just read this e-book type for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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