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Even by comparison to the United States, the United Kingdom has had a brief
and fractious history. Its existence as an undivided entity lasted only for a
disputatious 125 years, and its future remains precarious. In The Four Nations,
Frank Welsh offers a lively narrative history of the four component parts of the
British Isles-England, Ireland, Scotland, and Wales. Moving from the Roman
period, which first defined many of the current internal boundaries, through the
present day, Welsh describes the history of each nation, their interactions, and the
impacts of crises ranging from the Norman Invasion to the Protestant
Reformation to the two world wars of the twentieth century. Along the way,
Welsh questions many cherished illusions and poses some awkward questions:
To what extent were Scotland, Ireland, and Wales victims of predatory English
aggression? How serious is the frequently invoked specter of national
fragmentation? Filled with illuminating vignettes and provocative insights, The
Four Nations is an accessible and comprehensive introduction to the troubled
histories of the British Isles.
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Even by comparison to the United States, the United Kingdom has had a brief and fractious history. Its
existence as an undivided entity lasted only for a disputatious 125 years, and its future remains precarious. In
The Four Nations, Frank Welsh offers a lively narrative history of the four component parts of the British
Isles-England, Ireland, Scotland, and Wales. Moving from the Roman period, which first defined many of
the current internal boundaries, through the present day, Welsh describes the history of each nation, their
interactions, and the impacts of crises ranging from the Norman Invasion to the Protestant Reformation to the
two world wars of the twentieth century. Along the way, Welsh questions many cherished illusions and
poses some awkward questions: To what extent were Scotland, Ireland, and Wales victims of predatory
English aggression? How serious is the frequently invoked specter of national fragmentation? Filled with
illuminating vignettes and provocative insights, The Four Nations is an accessible and comprehensive
introduction to the troubled histories of the British Isles.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Welsh (A History of South Africa, etc.) examines over 2,000 years of the history of England, Ireland, Wales
and Scotland, focusing on how these nations interacted to shape one another's history. Unsurprisingly,
England is the major player here. The history of Scotland and Ireland is largely a matter of their attempts to
remain free of, and then accommodate to, a hegemonic England. Welsh begins with the Roman conquest of
Britannia and establishment of the modern-day borders of England, Scotland and Wales. He concludes in the
year 2001, considering whether "the end of the United Kingdom" is at hand (to those who fear it, he replies
that "the unitary state had been disintegrating for over a century"). After detailing the construction of the
U.K., Welsh devotes most of the latter part of the book to events in Ireland-from the failed Rising of 1798 to
the Great Irish Famine, Gladstone and the failure of Home Rule, the partition of Ireland, sectarian conflict in
Northern Ireland and the present-day peace process. By comparison, Welsh's treatment of Scotland and
Wales is minimal. Welsh has chosen breadth of coverage over depth. We get only a few pages, for instance,
on the 1688 Glorious Revolution-one of the seminal events in British history-and surprisingly little on
WWII. Nor is there much about the development of the British Empire. Welsh's narrative is too often a dry
recitation of well-known dates and names, rarely delving below the surface or offering fresh insight.
Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"The Four Nations is a hugely enjoyable read, full of vigor and liveliness as well as provocative
commentary. It informs and instructs in an accessible way that none of its rivals can match."

"A compelling and sometimes controversial account of how four kingdoms--England, Ireland, Scotland, and
Wales--became one.... [Welsh] constantly challenges received opinion and urban myths."

About the Author
Frank Welsh is the author of nine previous books, including A Borrowed Place: The History of Hong Kong
and A History of South Africa.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Betty Epperson:

Here thing why this particular The Four Nations: A History of the United Kingdom are different and trusted
to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it really depends in the content than it which is the
content is as yummy as food or not. The Four Nations: A History of the United Kingdom giving you
information deeper and different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no book that similar with
The Four Nations: A History of the United Kingdom. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up
your own personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around
you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your means home by train. For
anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of The Four Nations: A
History of the United Kingdom in e-book can be your alternate.



Timothy Roesch:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
routine give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of book you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want
experience happy read one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the The Four
Nations: A History of the United Kingdom is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Leonard Jones:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider any
time those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously which
one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource
then you buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities
will not happen throughout you if you take The Four Nations: A History of the United Kingdom as your
daily resource information.

Carla Heyward:

Beside this particular The Four Nations: A History of the United Kingdom in your phone, it may give you a
way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you may got here is
fresh from the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow small town. It
is good thing to have The Four Nations: A History of the United Kingdom because this book offers to your
account readable information. Do you at times have book but you don't get what it's interesting features of.
Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here
cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea?
Find this book and also read it from at this point!
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