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In hisdiary, Antera Duke (ca.1735-ca.1809) wrote the only surviving eyewitness
account of the slave trade by an African merchant. A leader in late eighteenth-
century Old Calabar, a cluster of Efik-speaking communitiesin the Cross River
region, he resided in Duke Town, forty-five miles from the Atlantic Ocean in
what is now southeast Nigeria. His diary, written in trade English from 1785 to
1788, isacandid account of daily lifein an African community at the height of
Calabar's overseas commerce. It provides valuable information on Old Calabar's
economic activity both with other African businessmen and with European ship
captains who arrived to trade for slaves, produce, and provisions.

This new edition of Anterasdiary, thefirst in fifty years, draws on the latest
scholarship to place the diary in its historical context. Introductory essays set the
stage for the Old Calabar of Antera Duke's lifetime, explore the range of trades,
from slaves to produce, in which he rose to prominence, and follow Anteraon
trading missions across an extensive commercial hinterland. The essays trace the
settlement and devel opment of the towns that comprised Old Calabar and survey
the community's social and political structure, rivalries among families, sacrifices
of slaves, and witchcraft ordeals. This edition reproduces Anteras original trade-
English diary with atrandation into standard English on facing pages, along with
extensive annotation. The editors draw on Antera's first language, Efik, to
illuminate his diary. The Diary of Antera Duke furnishes a uniquely valuable
source for the history of precolonial Nigeria and the Atlantic slave trade, and this
new edition enriches our understanding of it.
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In hisdiary, Antera Duke (ca.1735-ca.1809) wrote the only surviving eyewitness account of the slave trade
by an African merchant. A leader in late eighteenth-century Old Calabar, a cluster of Efik-speaking
communities in the Cross River region, he resided in Duke Town, forty-five miles from the Atlantic Ocean in
what is now southeast Nigeria. His diary, written in trade English from 1785 to 1788, is a candid account of
daily lifein an African community at the height of Calabar's overseas commerce. It provides valuable
information on Old Calabar's economic activity both with other African businessmen and with European ship
captains who arrived to trade for slaves, produce, and provisions.

This new edition of Anterds diary, the first in fifty years, draws on the latest scholarship to place the diary in
its historical context. Introductory essays set the stage for the Old Calabar of Antera Duke's lifetime, explore
the range of trades, from slaves to produce, in which he rose to prominence, and follow Antera on trading
missions across an extensive commercial hinterland. The essays trace the settlement and development of the
towns that comprised Old Calabar and survey the community's social and political structure, rivalries among
families, sacrifices of slaves, and witchcraft ordeals. This edition reproduces Antera’s original trade-English
diary with atranglation into standard English on facing pages, along with extensive annotation. The editors
draw on Anterasfirst language, Efik, to illuminate his diary. The Diary of Antera Duke furnishes a uniquely
valuable source for the history of precolonia Nigeriaand the Atlantic slave trade, and this new edition
enriches our understanding of it.
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Editorial Review
Review

"A remarkable piece of scholarship." --Journal of Colonialismand Colonial History

"There are relatively few sources of African history written by Africans, which promise to give an African
viewpoint. Antera Duke's diary is therefore an extraordinarily important source for the history of the Cross
River region, and indeed for Africaasawhole. | am impressed with the way in which the edition has been
handled, by the supplementary materials and the care that the authors have taken to present the diary and its
context." --John Thornton, Boston University

"[Thediary] isaunigue primary source of information on the African side of the transatlantic slave trade told
from an African slave trader's perspective. As such, the diary has no equivalent as a historical source for
anyone interested in the anthropological, economic, ethnographic, political, or social aspects of eighteenth-
century trade and life in part of what is now Nigeria" --Vincent Carretta, University of Maryland

"This welcome edition both reflects and adds to the enormous knowledge on the 18th-century Atlantic world
and dave trade...a necessary addition for most collections. Summing up: Highly recommended.” --Choice

"What we learn from Anteras diary is more than how he negotiated a position between black sellers and
white buyers of slaves and produce. Hiswritings reveal how life for those trading humans was full of the
same joys and pleasures, tragedies and pains that people everywhere have felt throughout history. For this
reason, | found The Diary of Antera Duke to be important and unsettling. It provides a unique, firsthand
perspective of the Atlantic dave trade, and is a book to which | will return frequently." --Journal of African
History

"An indispensible primary source for understanding African and European interconnections and their equal
moral culpability for buying and selling endlaved people...awork of great scholarship and a model example
of how African history can be made relevant to wider historical agendas." -- International Journal of
Maritime History

"Brings together an impressive range of relevant expertise...[provides] a general account of Calabar's
involvement in the Atlantic slave trade over the entire period from the mid-seventeenth to the early
nineteenth century." -- The Economic History Review



"A remarkable piece of scholarship."--Journal of Colonialism and Colonial History

"There are relatively few sources of African history written by Africans, which promise to give an African
viewpoint. Antera Duke's diary is therefore an extraordinarily important source for the history of the Cross
River region, and indeed for Africaasawhole. | am impressed with the way in which the edition has been
handled, by the supplementary materials and the care that the authors have taken to present the diary and its
context." --John Thornton, Boston University

"[The diary] isaunique primary source of information on the African side of the transatlantic slave trade told
from an African slave trader's perspective. As such, the diary has no equivalent as a historical source for
anyone interested in the anthropological, economic, ethnographic, political, or social aspects of eighteenth-
century trade and life in part of what is now Nigeria" --Vincent Carretta, University of Maryland
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Users Review
From reader reviews:
Vincent Overly:

The book The Diary of Antera Duke: An Eighteenth-Century African Slave Trader can give more knowledge
and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave a good thing like a
book The Diary of Antera Duke: An Eighteenth-Century African Slave Trader? A few of you have a
different opinion about e-book. But one aim which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, it is possible
to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book The Diary of Antera Duke: An Eighteenth-Century
African Slave Trader has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you. Y ou can



seem the enormous world by open and read aguide. So it is very wonderful.

Lily Pawlak:

Book isto be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important normally. The book The Diary of Antera Duke: An Eighteenth-Century African Slave
Trader had been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It
is quite advantages for you. The publication The Diary of Antera Duke: An Eighteenth-Century African
Slave Trader is not only giving you considerably more new information but also being your friend when you
experience bored. Y ou can spend your own spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with all
the book The Diary of Antera Duke: An Eighteenth-Century African Slave Trader. Y ou never truly feel lose
out for everything in case you read some books.

James Alvarez;

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes reading, not only science book but novel and The Diary of Antera Duke: An Eighteenth-
Century African Slave Trader or perhaps others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how
the great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or
perhaps students especially. Those publications are hel ping them to include their knowledge. In different
case, beside science publication, any other book likes The Diary of Antera Duke: An Eighteenth-Century
African Slave Trader to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Mitchell Wilder:

As acollege student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or
real their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well
as can't see colorful photos on there. Y eah, it isto become complicated. Book is very important for you. As
we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this The Diary of Antera Duke: An Eighteenth-Century African Slave Trader
can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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