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Nearly adecade ago Frank McCourt became an unlikely star when, at the age of
sixty-six, he burst onto the literary scene with Angela's Ashes, the Pulitzer Prize -
- winning memoir of his childhood in Limerick, Ireland. Then came 'Tis, his
glorious account of his early yearsin New Y ork.

Now, here at last, is McCourt's long-awaited book about how his thirty-year
teaching career shaped his second act as awriter. Teacher Man is also an urgent
tribute to teachers everywhere. In bold and spirited prose featuring his irreverent
wit and heartbreaking honesty, McCourt records the trials, triumphs and surprises
he facesin public high schools around New Y ork City. His methods anything but
conventional, McCourt creates a lasting impact on his students through
imaginative assignments (he instructs one class to write "An Excuse Note from
Adam or Eveto God"), singalongs (featuring recipe ingredients as lyrics), and
field trips (imagine taking twenty-nine rowdy girlsto amoviein Times Square!).

McCourt strugglesto find his way in the classroom and spends his evenings
drinking with writers and dreaming of one day putting his own story to paper.
Teacher Man shows McCourt developing his unparalleled ability to tell agreat
story as, five days aweek, five periods per day, he works to gain the attention
and respect of unruly, hormonally charged or indifferent adolescents. McCourt's
rocky marriage, hisfailed attempt to get a Ph.D. at Trinity College, Dublin, and
his repeated firings due to his propensity to talk back to his superiorsironically
lead him to New Y ork's most prestigious school, Stuyvesant High School, where
he finally finds a place and a voice. "Doggedness,” he says, is "not as glamorous
as ambition or talent or intellect or charm, but still the one thing that got me
through the days and nights."

For McCourt, storytelling itself is the source of salvation, and in Teacher Man
the journey to redemption -- and literary fame -- is an exhilarating adventure.
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write "An Excuse Note from Adam or Eve to God"), singalongs (featuring recipe ingredients as lyrics), and
field trips (imagine taking twenty-nine rowdy girlsto amovie in Times Square!).

McCourt strugglesto find hisway in the classroom and spends his evenings drinking with writers and
dreaming of one day putting his own story to paper. Teacher Man shows McCourt developing his
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

For 30 years Frank McCourt taught high school English in New Y ork City and for much of that time he
considered himself afraud. During these years he danced a delicate jig between engaging the students,
satisfying often bewildered administrators and parents, and actually enjoying his job. He tried to present a
consistent image of composure and self-confidence, yet he regularly felt insecure, inadequate, and
unfocused. After much trial and error, he eventually discovered what wasin front of him (or rather, behind
him) all along--his own experience. "My life saved my life," he writes. "My students didn't know there was a
man up there escaping a cocoon of Irish history and Catholicism, leaving bits of that cocoon everywhere." At
the beginning of his career it had never occurred to him that his own dismal upbringing in the slums of
Limerick could be turned into a valuable lesson plan. Indeed, hisformal training emphasized the opposite.
Principals and department heads lectured him to never share anything personal. He was instructed to arouse
fear and awe, to be stern, to be impossible to please--but he couldn't do it. McCourt was too likable, too
interested in the students' lives, and too willing to reveal himself for their benefit as well as his own. He was
akindred spirit with more questions than answers: "Look at me: wandering late bloomer, floundering old
fart, discovering in my forties what my students knew in their teens."

Ashedid so adroitly in his previous memoirs, Angela's Ashes and 'Tis, McCourt manages to uncover humor
in nearly everything. He writes about hilarious misfires, as when he suggested (during his teacher's exam)
that the students write a suicide note, as well as unorthodox assignments that turned into epiphanies for both
teacher and students. A dazzling writer with a unique and compelling voice, McCourt describes the dignity
and difficulties of alargely thankless profession with incisive, self-deprecating wit and uncommon
perception. It may have taken him three decades to figure out how to be an effective teacher, but he
ultimately saved his most valuable lesson for himself: how to be his own man. --Shawn Carkonen

From Publishers Weekly

Sarred Review. Thisfinal memoir in the trilogy that started with Angela's Ashes and continued in 'Tis
focuses almost exclusively on McCourt's 30-year teaching career in New Y ork City's public high schools,
which began at McKee Vacational and Technical in 1958. Hisfirst day in class, afight broke out and a
sandwich was hurled in anger. McCourt immediately picked it up and ate it. On the second day of class,
McCourt's retort about the Irish and their sheep brought the wrath of the principal down on him. All
McCourt wanted to do was teach, which wasn't easy in the jumbled bureaucracy of the New Y ork City
school system. Pretty soon he realized the system wasn't run by teachers but by sterile functionaries. "I was
uncomfortable with the bureaucrats, the higher-ups, who had escaped classrooms only to turn and bother the
occupants of those classrooms, teachers and students. | never wanted to fill out their forms, follow their
guidelines, administer their examinations, tolerate their snooping, adjust myself to their programs and
courses of study." As McCourt matured in his job, he found ingenious ways to motivate the kids: have them
write "excuse notes' from Adam and Eve to God; use parts of a pen to define parts of a sentence; use
cookbook recipes to get the students to think creatively. A particularly warming and enlightening lesson
concerns aclass of black girls at Seward Park High School who felt slighted when they were not invited to
see a performance of Hamlet, and how they taught McCourt never to have diminished expectations about any
of his students. McCourt throws down the gauntlet on education, asserting that teaching is more than
achieving high test scores. It's about educating, about forming intellects, about getting people to think.
McCourt's many fans will of course love this book, but it also should be mandatory reading for every teacher
in America. And it wouldn't hurt some politicians to read it, too. (Nov. 15)



Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Bookmarks Magazine

The pathos McCourt created in hisfirst two memoirs just may be wearing thin. While some critics thought
Teacher Man focused, fresh, and exciting, others saw a self-deprecating author at work, his prose littered
with clichés. No doubt Teacher Man is darkly entertaining: what other teacher during class would ask
children to write suicide notes or describe their own murderous thoughts? But too many anecdotes about
McCourt’ s childhood, sexual adventures, and marriage (all found in his previous books) often disembody his
poignant, life-learning teaching experiences from their context. Still, the memoir rings true for teachersin its
depictions of daily classroom trials, and McCourt’s honesty and storytelling gifts remain unsurpassed.

Copyright © 2004 Phillips & Nelson Media, Inc.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Henrietta Roderick:

The book Teacher Man: A Memoir (The Frank McCourt Memoirs) can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the good thing like a
book Teacher Man: A Memoir (The Frank McCourt Memoirs)? Several of you have a different opinion
about reserve. But one aim in which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely proper. Right
now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are able to give for
each other; you can share all of these. Book Teacher Man: A Memoir (The Frank McCourt Memoirs) has
simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. Y ou can appearance the enormous
world by wide open and read areserve. So it is very wonderful.

Frances Wiggins:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these keep up with the erawhich is always change and progress. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to
an individual is you don't know which you should start with. This Teacher Man: A Memoair (The Frank
McCourt Memoirs) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what
you want and want in this era.

Charlie Seymour:

The particular book Teacher Man: A Memoir (The Frank McCourt Memoirs) hasalot info on it. So when
you read this book you can get alot of gain. The book was written by the very famous author. The author
makes some research prior to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can find the point
easily after reading this article book.


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000242451

Jerry Ingle:

This Teacher Man: A Memoir (The Frank McCourt Memoirs) is hew way for you who hasinterest to look
for some information mainly because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge
more you know or else you who still having bit of digest in reading this Teacher Man: A Memoir (The Frank
McCourt Memoirs) can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this particul ar
book is easy to get by ssimply anyone. These books build itself in the form which is reachable by anyone,
that's why | mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel tired
even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a book especially thisone. You can
find what you are looking for. It should be here for aperson. So, don't miss this! Just read this e-book
variety for your better life and knowledge.
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