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Stop looking for the Book of Mormon in Mesoamerica and start looking for
Mesoamerica in the Book of Mormon! Second Witness, a new six-volume series
from Greg Kofford Books, takes a detailed, verse-by-verse look at the Book of
Mormon. It marshals the best of modern scholarship and new insights into a
consistent picture of the Book of Mormon as a historical document. Taking a
faithful but scholarly approach to the text and reading it through the insights of
linguistics, anthropology, and ethnohistory, the commentary approaches the text
from a variety of perspectives: how it was created, how it relates to history and
culture, and what religious insights it provides.

The commentary accepts the best modern scholarship, which focuses on a
particular region of Mesoamerica as the most plausible location for the Book of
Mormon’s setting. For the first time, that location—its peoples, cultures, and
historical trends—are used as the backdrop for reading the text. The historical
background is not presented as proof, but rather as an explanatory context.

The commentary does not forget Mormon’s purpose in writing. It discusses the
doctrinal and theological aspects of the text and highlights the way in which
Mormon created it to meet his goal of “convincing . . . the Jew and Gentile that
Jesus is the Christ, the Eternal God.”

"Gardner not only provides a unique tool for understanding the Book of Mormon
as an ancient document written by real, living prophets, but he sets a standard for
Latter-day Saint thinking and writing about scripture, providing a model for all
who follow. One can only hope that others who write about scripture will see
what he has done and imitate it in their own way. . . . No other reference source
will prove as thorough and valuable for serious readers of the Book of
Mormon."--James E. Faulconer, Richard L. Evans Professor of Religious
Understanding at Brigham Young University, Neal A Maxwell Institute for
Religious Understanding

About the author: Brant Gardner received an M.A. in anthropology from the
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State University of New York, Albany, emphasizing Mesoamerican ethnohistory.
His research into the Mesoamerican setting of the Book of Mormon has led to
publications in the FARMS Review of Books and the online Meridian magazine.
He has made several presentations to the annual Foundation for Apologetic
Information and Research conference and has also presented at the Book of
Mormon Archaeological Forum, Sunstone, and other academic symposia.
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The commentary accepts the best modern scholarship, which focuses on a particular region of Mesoamerica
as the most plausible location for the Book of Mormon’s setting. For the first time, that location—its
peoples, cultures, and historical trends—are used as the backdrop for reading the text. The historical
background is not presented as proof, but rather as an explanatory context.

The commentary does not forget Mormon’s purpose in writing. It discusses the doctrinal and theological
aspects of the text and highlights the way in which Mormon created it to meet his goal of “convincing . . . the
Jew and Gentile that Jesus is the Christ, the Eternal God.”
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written by real, living prophets, but he sets a standard for Latter-day Saint thinking and writing about
scripture, providing a model for all who follow. One can only hope that others who write about scripture will
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Julie Boyle:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Second Witness:
Analytical and Contextual Commentary on the Book of Mormon: Volume 5a - Helamen through Third
Nephi 7, you may enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out
type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its known as reading
friends.

Kathleen Knight:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying Second Witness: Analytical and
Contextual Commentary on the Book of Mormon: Volume 5a - Helamen through Third Nephi 7 that give
your entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be
said as the way for people to know world better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be
explained constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to
possibly be success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as your good habit, you may pick
Second Witness: Analytical and Contextual Commentary on the Book of Mormon: Volume 5a - Helamen
through Third Nephi 7 become your starter.

Joshua Stickley:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you read a book you
can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as soon. The
Second Witness: Analytical and Contextual Commentary on the Book of Mormon: Volume 5a - Helamen
through Third Nephi 7 will give you a new experience in reading through a book.



John Wiser:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you are related
is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of several
books in the top list in your reading list will be Second Witness: Analytical and Contextual Commentary on
the Book of Mormon: Volume 5a - Helamen through Third Nephi 7. This book which can be qualified as
The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking way up and review
this e-book you can get many advantages.
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