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Thisrichly imagined novel, set in Hawai'i more than a century ago, isan
extraordinary epic of alittle-known time and place---and a deeply moving
testament to the resiliency of the human spirit.

Rachel Kalama, a spirited seven-year-old Hawaiian girl, dreams of visiting far-
off lands like her father, a merchant seaman. Then one day a rose-colored mark
appears on her skin, and those dreams are stolen from her. Taken from her home
and family, Rachel is sent to Kalaupapa, the quarantined leprosy settlement on
theisland of Molokai. Here her lifeis supposed to end---but instead she
discoversit isonly just beginning.

With avibrant cast of vividly realized characters, Moloka'i is the true-to-life
chronicle of apeople who embraced life in the face of death. Such is the warmth,
humor, and compassion of this novel that "few readers will remain unchanged by
Rachel's story" (mostlyfiction.com).
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Thisrichly imagined novel, set in Hawai'i more than a century ago, is an extraordinary epic of alittle-known
time and place---and a deeply moving testament to the resiliency of the human spirit.

Rachel Kalama, a spirited seven-year-old Hawaiian girl, dreams of visiting far-off lands like her father, a
merchant seaman. Then one day a rose-colored mark appears on her skin, and those dreams are stolen from
her. Taken from her home and family, Rachel is sent to Kalaupapa, the quarantined leprosy settlement on the
island of Molokai. Here her life is supposed to end---but instead she discoversit is only just beginning.

With avibrant cast of vividly realized characters, Moloka'i is the true-to-life chronicle of a people who
embraced life in the face of death. Such is the warmth, humor, and compassion of this novel that "few
readers will remain unchanged by Rachel's story" (mostlyfiction.com).
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Compellingly original in its conceit, Brennert's sweeping debut novel tracks the grim struggle of a Hawaiian
woman who contracts leprosy as a child in Honolulu during the 1890s and is deported to the island of
Moloka, where she grows to adulthood at the quarantined settlement of Kalaupapa. Rachel Kalamaisthe
plucky, seven-year-old heroine whose family is devastated when first her uncle Pono and then she develop
leprous sores and are quarantined with the disease. While Rachel's symptoms remain mild during her youth,
she watches others her age dying from the disease in near total isolation from family and friends. Rachel
finds happiness when she meets Kenji Utagawa, a fellow leprosy victim whaose illness brings shame on his
Japanese family. After atender courtship, Rachel and Kenji marry and have a daughter, but the birth of their
healthy baby brings as much grief as joy, when they must give her up for adoption to prevent infection. The
couple cope with the loss of their daughter and settle into a productive working life until Kenji triesto stop a
guarantined U.S. soldier from beating up his girlfriend and is tragically killed in the subsequent fight. The
poignant concluding chapters portray Rachel's final years after sulfa drugs are discovered as a cure, leaving
her free to abandon Molokai and seek out her family and daughter. Brennert's compassion makes Rachel a
memorable character, and his smooth storytelling vividly brings early 20th-century Hawaii to life. Leprosy
may seem a macabre subject, but Brennert transforms the material into atouching, lovely account of a
woman's journey as she rises above the limitations of a devastating illness.

Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
“A dazzling historical novel.” ?The Washington Post
“Moloka'i is ahaunting story of tragedy in a Pacific paradise.” ?Robert Morgan, author of Gap Creek

“Alan Brennert draws on historical accounts of Kalaupapa and weavesin traditional Hawaiian stories and
customs.... Moloka'i isthe story of people who had much taken from them but also gained an unexpected
new family and community in the process.” ?Chicago Tribune

“[An] absorbing novel...Brennert evokes the evolution of--and hardships on--Molokali in engaging prose that
conveys a strong sense of place.” ?National Geographic Traveler

“Moving and elegiac.” ?Honolulu Star-Bulletin

“Compellingly origina...Brennert's compassion makes Rachel a memorable character, and his smooth
storytelling vividly brings early twentieth-century Hawai'i to life.” ?Publishers Weekly (starred review)
About the Author

Alan Brennert isanovelist (Time and Chance) as well as an Emmy Award-winning screenwriter (L.A.
Law). Helivesin Southern California, but his heart isin Hawai'i.



Users Review
From reader reviews:
Shannon Batiste;

What do you think about book? It isjust for students asthey are still students or theideafor all peoplein the
world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has several personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't need
do that. Y ou must know how great along with important the book Molokai: A Novel. All type of book can
you see on many options. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Nathan Wilson:

Within this erawhich is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience alook at some books. On the list of
booksin the top listing in your reading list is definitely Molokai: A Novel. This book that is qualified as The
Hungry Mountains can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking way up and review this
e-book you can get many advantages.

Jose Reed:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some peopl e likes reading, not only science book and also novel and Molokai: A Novel or maybe others
sources were given information for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel need to read
more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those textbooks are
helping them to add their knowledge. In various other case, beside science publication, any other book likes
Molokai: A Novel to make your spare time alot more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Annie Adcock:

Asapupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and soul

or real their leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see colorful
photographs on there. Y eah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. Aswe
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Molokai: A Novel can make you experience more interested to read.
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