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Vanderbilt: The very name is synonymous with the Gilded Age. The family
patriarch, "the Commodore,” built afortune that made him the world's richest
man by 1877. Y et less than fifty years after his death, no Vanderbilt was counted
among the world's richest people. Written by descendant Arthur T. Vanderbilt I1,
Fortune's Children traces the dramatic and amazingly colorful history of this
great American family, from the rise of industrialist and philanthropist Cornelius
Vanderbilt to the fall of his progeny-wild spendthrifts whose profligacy
bankrupted a vast inheritance.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Among the author's earlier books is Changing Laws, an award-winning biography of his grandfather, Arthur
T. Vanderbilt. His latest history, witty, entertaining and sad, also merits a prize for the writer, alawyer and
one among many members of the fabled family who inherited the Vanderbilt name but not the wealth. "The
Commodore" (1794-1877) made $105 million by hook and by crook; Alva, wife of the founding father's son
William, went on spending sprees that later heirs followed. Stories about the author's ancestors have been
told before, but not so vividly asin his evocations of the snobbery, ostentation and profligacy that caused
"the fall of the House of Vanderbilt." Today's Vanderbilts are not rich-rich; the money is gone with the clan's
grand homes, felled by wrecking ballsin New Y ork and elsewhere, leaving only memories of asingular time
in the American past. Photos not seen by PW. BOMC alternate.

Copyright 1989 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

This could give Donald Trump nightmares: It is the story of how the seemingly solid fortune of railroad
mogul Commodore Vanderbilt was dissipated down to practically nothing in the space of a century. Inthis
family history, Vanderbilt dramatizes both the successes and excesses of America's Gilded Age--the
enormous new wealth, the lavish lifestyles, and, |ater, the desperate schemes to maintain social status and
fortune (contesting wills, matchmaking with nobility, and, most notably, battling for custody of "Little
Gloria"). But the story is not so much about people as the palaces they built--the Breakers, the Biltmore, and
mansions which used to occupy blocks of now-prime Manhattan real estate--all of which became white
elephants sold to preservation societies or Towers of Babels that fell under awave of taxes and upkeep cost.
An absorbing social history. BOMC alternate.

- Judy Quinn, "Library Journal"

Copyright 1989 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From the Back Cover

Vanderbilt: the very name signifies wealth. The family patriarch, "the Commodore,” built up afortune that
made him the world's richest man by 1877. Y et, less than fifty years after the Commodore's death, one of his
direct descendants died penniless, and no Vanderbilt was counted among the world's richest people.
Fortune's Children tells the dramatic story of al the amazingly colorful spenders who dissipated such a vast
inheritance.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Larry Young:

This Fortune's Children: The Fall of the House of Vanderbilt book is not really ordinary book, you have it
then the world isin your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book will be information inside this
guide incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you read alot of information you will get.
This Fortune's Children: The Fall of the House of Vanderbilt without we know teach the one who reading
through it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't always be worry Fortune's Children: The Fall of



the House of Vanderbilt can bring if you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves come to be
full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even phone. This Fortune's Children: The Fall of the
House of Vanderbilt having excellent arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not truly feel
uninterested in reading.

Patrick Duenas:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choicein your case but the problems coming to
an individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Fortune's Children: The Fall of the
House of Vanderbilt is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves
what you want and want in this era.

Judy Bowen:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guysthis
kind of aren't like that. This Fortune's Children: The Fall of the House of Vanderbilt book is readable by you
who hate those straight word style. Y ou will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience
without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer associated with Fortune's
Children: The Fall of the House of Vanderbilt content conveys thinking easily to understand by most people.
The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different such asit. So, do you
continue to thinking Fortune's Children: The Fall of the House of Vanderhilt is not loveable to be your top
collection reading book?

Aida Zambrana;

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will getitin e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. That Fortune's Children: The Fall of the House of Vanderbilt can
give you alot of close friends because by you taking alook at this one book you have factor that they don't
and make anyone more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get
success. Thisreserve offer you information that might be your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than
various other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? L et's have Fortune's Children: The Fall of
the House of Vanderbilt.
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