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This book presents new research into the great structural diversity found in
Sinitic languages. While many studies focus principally on Standard Mandarin,
this work draws on extensive empirical data from lesser-known languages, and
seeks to dispel many recurrent linguistic myths about the Sinitic language family.

Part I presents findings that show the important interplay of research into
diachronic linguistics and typology in China, beginning with a discussion of how
to tackle the issue of linguistic diversity in Sinitic languages. Chapters in Part II
examine the Sinitic languages from a crosslinguistic perspective with pan-Sinitic
explorations of demonstrative paradigms; bare classifier phrases in relation to the
coding of definiteness; and of the diachronic development of two main structures
for comparatives of inequality with respect to issues in language contact. Part III
is devoted to individual studies of linguistic micro-areas in China: Pinghua and
the Guangxi Autonomous Region in the far South of China; Shaowu Min in the
northwestern corner of Fujian province; the Wu dialect of Fuyang; and the Hui'an
Southern Min dialect in the South of Fujian province.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Hilary M. Chappell, Chair Professor in Linguistic Typology, Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales,
Paris

Hilary M. Chappell holds the Chair in Linguistic Typology of East Asia at the Ecole des Hautes Etudes en
Sciences Sociales (EHESS) in Paris. Her main research is on the typology of Sinitic languages (or Chinese
dialects) with the goal of investigating the extent of their linguistic diversity. To this end, she has been
carrying out fieldwork over the past seven years in Hunan province, China, on the Xianghua language. A
second, related research area pertains to the diachronic syntax of Southern Min (Hokkien), making use of a
corpus of late 16th and early 17th century materials. Her publications include Sinitic Grammar: Synchronic
and Diachronic Perspectives (OUP, 2001), Chinese Grammar: Synchronic and Diachronic Perspectives
(OUP, 2004), and, with Christine Lamarre, A Grammar and Lexicon of Hakka (EHESS, 2005).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Jackson:

The book Diversity in Sinitic Languages make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make
your capable considerably more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting stress or having
big problem together with your subject. If you can make examining a book Diversity in Sinitic Languages
for being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge
about a number of or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like available and read a e-book
Diversity in Sinitic Languages. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or
some others. So , how do you think about this book?

Nancy Page:

The actual book Diversity in Sinitic Languages has a lot info on it. So when you check out this book you can
get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom makes some research before write
this book. This particular book very easy to read you can find the point easily after scanning this book.

John Barrow:

The reason? Because this Diversity in Sinitic Languages is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide
waiting for you to snap this but latter it will surprise you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book
beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such amazing way makes the content inside easier
to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of advantages than
the other book have such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking technique. So , still



want to hold off having that book? If I were you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Lauren Zavala:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Diversity in Sinitic
Languages, you may enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hangout
type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its named reading friends.
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